
National Volunteer Week was held in
Tasmania from May 18 to 24 - the country's
largest annual celebration of volunteering and
an opportunity to recognise the millions of
volunteers in our community.

On Wednesday, May 20, the West Tamar
Council held a celebratory dinner at
Grindelwald to thank the many volunteers
who give of their free time to help those in
our community.

More than 100 people gathered at the
Grindelwald Resort for a night of celebration and thanks.
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CELEBRATING OUR VOLUNTEERS
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Mayor's Message
Legana is booming.

As the fastest-growing region in northern Tasmania, the
streets are filling with young families drawn to its vibrant
lifestyle, affordability, and the fantastic new Legana
Primary School and sports oval.

Yet, despite this growth, the state budget has left our
community completely on the sidelines by failing to match
funding for our proposed indoor sports facility.

West Tamar Council has laid the groundwork. We secured
a $5 million Federal grant and committed another $5
million of our own funds for clubrooms and outdoor amenities.

We only needed the State Government to chip in their $5 million share to bring a much-needed, four-
court indoor sports hub to life.

The demand is undeniable. Basketball participation is skyrocketing across Tasmania, yet our municipality
has zero indoor facilities capable of hosting basketball, netball, or futsal.

Our kids and local sporting groups deserve the same opportunities as their neighbours.

It is highly frustrating to watch more than $65 million funnelled into Mowbray’s Northern Recreation
Hub, nearly $4.7 million allocated to Elphin, and tens of millions promised for similar facilities in the
state's south in the budget while Legana is entirely overlooked.

This isn't just about missing out on courts; it’s about a glaring lack of equity in how regional sporting
infrastructure is prioritised.

Our Master Plan isn't a wish list - it’s an economic driver projected to deliver $33.8 million to our
municipality and create up to 68 local jobs.



Council remains determined to fight for this infrastructure.

It’s time for the State Government to distribute its sports funding fairly and equitably and invest in the
future of the West Tamar. 

Christina Holmdahl
West Tamar Mayor

The West Tamar Council West Tamar Community
Carols are returning in 2026!

Sunday, December 13, 2026

Pop it in your diary now — because it's on again and
the West Tamar Community Carols team can’t wait
to celebrate with you all again at Exeter
Showgrounds in 2026!

Stay tuned for more details throughout the year
ahead or follow the West Tamar Community Carols
page on Facebook for more information.

Did you know that the West Tamar Council live streams
its Council meetings?

People wishing to tune in every month to watch the
meetings live can do so by visiting the Council's official
YouTube Page here: 

https://www.youtube.com/@WestTamarCouncil7250

COMMUNITY CAROLS - SAVE THE DATE

LIVE STREAMING COUNCIL MEETINGS
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You can also replay all past meetings that are streamed
on the same site.

With winter fast approaching, now is the time to make sure that your woodheater is ready for the
cold weeks ahead.

Some simple tips will help you have a much cleaner, safer woodheater.

WINTER WOODHEATER TIPS





West Tamar Council has released its Draft Community Strategic Plan 2026-2036, a comprehensive
roadmap designed to guide the region’s growth, infrastructure and community wellbeing over the next
decade.

In a unique and modern approach to strategic planning, Council has highlighted that the draft was
developed through a human-led, evidence-based process supported by artificial intelligence (AI) – which
was developed by international speaker, consultant and urban futurist Stephen Yarwood.

This is the first time in Tasmania that a Community Strategic Plan has been developed in this way.

The draft plan is now open for public consultation, with residents invited to shape the final document.
To have your say, go to the website:  https://www.wtc.tas.gov.au/draft-community-strategic-plan/

For more information, see our website: https://www.wtc.tas.gov.au/2026/05/councils-ai-community-
strategic-plan-a-state-first/

STRATEGIC PLAN CONSULTATION
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Two tours of the Beaconsfield Mine and
Heritage Centre running each Saturday
in July.

Departing at 4:30pm & 5:00pm (check
in 10 minutes prior).

Step into the moody, atmospheric
grounds of the Beaconsfield Mine and

EXCLUSIVE WINTER TOURS



Heritage Centre for an exclusive winter
experience.

As the sun sets, we invite you to explore
the authentic history of Beaconsfield and the Tamar Valley through passionate storytelling among the
shadows.

Led by our knowledgeable community guides, this 1.5-hour journey takes you on an above-ground
exploration of our preserved heritage precinct.

Move beyond the exhibits to hear captivating, character-driven tales that give insight to social history –
From the hardships endured by families in the early days of gold mining to the profound community
resilience surrounding the 2006 mine rescue.

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND BOOKINGS:
https://www.beaconsfieldheritage.com.au/winter-events/ 

West Tamar Council’s Community Support
Resource is a practical guide designed to help
residents find the right support quickly and locally
where possible. It brings together key services in
one place so people know where to turn in times
of need.

The Community Support Resource is a compiled
information booklet created to assist community
members experiencing hardship or needing extra
support. It sits alongside Council’s broader
Community Service Guide and is promoted as a
central point to access local and statewide
services.

This document is aimed at all West Tamar

HELP FINDING THE RIGHT SUPPORT
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residents, including individuals, families, older
people, and young people who may be facing
financial, social, or wellbeing challenges. It is also a
useful tool for local service providers, volunteers,
and community groups who want to refer people to reliable support options. 

The resource brings together contacts for services such as emergency relief, housing and homelessness
support, mental health and counselling, family and youth support, and financial assistance. It is designed
to make it easier to navigate what can otherwise be a confusing system of agencies and programs. 

Community members can download the Community Support Resource from the West Tamar Council
website via the Community Service Guide section of the website:
https://www.wtc.tas.gov.au/community-service-guide/

The Riverside Table Tennis Club is a local
community group who enjoy friendly mixed
doubles games every Wednesday night.

The club has been running for about 20 years
and they are looking to welcome new players
to come along and join us.

Every Wednesday night starting at 7pm at
Riverside Tennis Club, Eden Street, Riverside.

TABLE TENNIS CALL-OUT
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West Tamar Mayor Christina Holmdahl
has expressed disappointment over the
State Government’s failure to commit
funding in this year's State budget for the
proposed indoor sports facility at Legana.

Council had sought a $5 million
commitment from the State Government
to match a $5 million Federal Government
grant for the facility.

Mayor Holmdahl said the combined funding is essential to assist with the construction of a four-court
indoor sports facility on land adjoining the new Legana Primary School.

“Legana is the most significant developing residential area in the West Tamar municipality, and it has
been identified by Council as our preferred focus for residential consolidation over the next 20 years,”
Mayor Holmdahl said.

TO READ MORE, CLICK HERE:
http://wtc.tas.gov.au/2026/05/councils-disappointment-over-funding-failure/

MAYOR CALLS OUT FUNDING FAILURE
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Australian
Independent
Retirees,

UPCOMING EVENTS



Our next Ordinary
Council Meeting 

Tuesday,  June 16, 2026

The ordinary meeting will start
at 1.30pm at the Windsor

Community Precinct. 

Copies of the agenda will be available on
the Council website.

Northern
Tasmania Branch

Australian Independent Retirees meets on the third
Friday of the month between February and
November from 10am to 12pm at the Windsor
Community Precinct, Riverside.

The group welcomes retired and semi-retired
people interested in investment and general
discussion.

Guest speakers form part of each meeting and
morning tea is available.

To register, or for further information, contact
airnorthtas@gmail.com
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CONTACT US

(03) 6383 6350
or (03) 6323 9300

 wtc@wtc.tas.gov.au
 6 West Street,

Beaconsfield TAS
7270

2-4 Eden Street,
Riverside TAS 7250
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